
Artist Biographies 
 

Sarah Abbott 

Sarah Abbott, DSocSci, MFA, of multigenerational settler descent, is an associate professor, 

interdisciplinary scholar, and filmmaker in the Department of Film at the University of Regina, 

attentive to the sentience and perspectives of the ecological nonhuman world (particularly 

trees and plants), interspecies communication, planetary care, Indigenous ways of knowing, 

multispecies ethnography, and film. Sarah has received several awards for her research, 

filmmaking, community, teaching, and climate change work. She is a former Vanier Scholar 

(2014-2017) and received the Saskatchewan Lieutenant Governor’s Arts Award for Arts and 

Learning (2012) and the City of Regina's Mayor’s Arts and Business Award for Innovation in the 

Arts (2009). www.sarahabbott.ca 

 

Senyo Akakpo 

Senyo Akakpo is a professional Dance Artist originally from Toronto, ON. He has worked across 

North and South America, his choreography and dancing have been featured in festivals like the 

Junos and Culture Shock in Los Angeles and Las Vegas, as well as being enlisted as the chosen 

representative of Canada by the Cuban government to teach hip hop at the Teade dance 

Festival in 2019. He has collaborated on projects with and trained with artists from multiple 

dance styles and artistic mediums. 

 

Senyo’s work ethic and talent has allowed him the opportunity to work as a dancer for Feist, 

Jakhoy, the Arkells, organizations like the CFL’s Argonauts and Tigercats, and the Pan Am Games. 

He has worked alongside multiple dance communities and projects, providing emerging and 

recreational artists the opportunity to grow and have more access to the arts. 

 

Since moving to Saskatchewan, he has contributed and dedicated himself to building up the 

dance community, by working with other dancers and artists to host events, battles and provide 

paid professional opportunities for local emerging and established artists in the province. By 

creating more opportunities for dancers to grow their interests and by educating and motivating 

dancers, he aims to build a stronger, more positive and accessible dance community in 

Saskatchewan. By working with dancers of all ages and levels, his aim has been to show the 

accessibility of dance at any age. 

 

Jesse Rae Archibald Barber 

Jesse Rae Archibald Barber is from Regina and is a professor of Indigenous Literatures at the 

First Nations University of Canada.  His publications include stories in The Malahat Review, MBC 

Magazine, and mitewâcimowina: Indigenous Science Fiction and Speculative Storytelling, as well 

http://www.sarahabbott.ca/


as editing the award-winning anthology kisiskâciwan: Indigenous Voices from Where the River 

Flows Swiftly.  His most recent work, acâhkos nikamowini-pîkiskwêwina – The Star Poems, 

presents a contemporary adaptation of traditional star stories in both Cree and English. 

 

Larry J. Bauman 

Larry J. Bauman is an award-winning Canadian filmmaker whose drama, documentary and 

performing arts productions have screened in countries around the world. In addition to writing 

and directing, Larry has served variously as executive producer, producer, script & story 

consultant and script writer on productions ranging from theatrical features to dramas and 

international documentaries. He has also instructed media production courses at the University 

of Regina and University of Saskatchewan and 

acted as adjudicator, speaker and workshop presenter at several regional and national festival 

events. 

 

His most recent production “Robin Poitras: a thousand memories of dance” was awarded Best 

Arts& Culture Documentary at the 2024 Yorkton Golden Sheaf Awards plus was screened at the 

Sydney Australia Inspired Dance Film Festival and the Mannheim Arts & Film Festival in 

Germany.  

 

Director’s Statement: Over the past few years I’ve been able to move towards working with 

dancers, playwrights, actors, authors on projects that reflect my own interest in the 

screen-as-canvas for realizing personal vision, experimentation, exploration and discovery. I’ve 

directed pieces ranging from Saskatchewan micro-budget dance works to feature dramas and 

documentary series, including a two-hour multi-screen video environment for a theatre 

production in Barcelona. In each instance I’ve been able to evolve my own visual aesthetic while 

working with artists who have strong and sophisticated visions of their own. This is the realm in 

which I’m most comfortable. It is never predicable, never safe, but always rewarding. 

 

William Bessai-Saul  

William Bessai-Saul BFA is an artist, cartoonist, and filmmaker based in Regina, Saskatchewan 

(Treaty 4). His drawings, photographs, and performance work mix humour, pop culture and 

philosophy, reframing local architecture and institutions through personal narrative and 

absurdist world building.  He has long been obsessed with the Regina Federal Building, for its 

uniquely templar architecture placed incongruously within the context of mundane city streets. 

Bessai-Saul studied drawing, philosophy, and photography at University of Regina, graduating 

with distinction in 2025. His work has been exhibited locally since 2017, and screened 

nationally. He currently hosts a weekly community talk-radio show analyzing newspaper comics. 

His first gallery show, the Treacle Tim series, was exhibited in 2017. His films have been 



screened in Regina regularly through the Saskatchewan Filmpool, and in Toronto through 8Fest. 

His daily strip “Bird People” is online at: https://bird-people.thecomicseries.com/ and printed in 

The Carillon, the U of R student newspaper.   

 

Carol-Ann Bohrn 

Carol-Ann Bohrn began dancing in her hometown of Brandon. Her career debuted in Saskatoon 

with the White Birch Ballet. In Winnipeg she has performed works by Marie-Josee Chartier, 

Rachel Browne, Jera Wolfe, Idan Cohen, and Jolene Bailie. She has danced and acted for theatre, 

film, television commercials and music videos. Carol-Ann was nominated for an Evie Award for 

her choreographic contributions to Prairie Theatre Exchange’s original show, By Grand Central 

Station. After graduating from the School of Contemporary Dancers / University of Winnipeg, 

she sought further development at the Cartae Open School at aceartinc, the Foundational 

Mentorship Program at Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art, and the Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s 

Teacher Training Program. Her practice is influenced by studies in Grotowski, Pochinko Clown 

and Feldenkrais. 

 

Johanna Bundon 

Johanna Bundon is a Saskatchewan based dance and theatre artist. Her choreographic work has 

been presented by New Dance Horizons, Globe Theatre’s Sandbox Series, the National Arts 

Centre’s Prairie Scene Festival, and the Prairie Dance Circuit. Her work has also expanded 

through participating in Untitled Peter Tripp Project created alongside Jayden Pfeifer & Lee 

Henderson. This project has been shared nationally: Stream of Dance 2019, MAGNORTH 

Vancouver 2019, Dunlop Art Gallery at Neutral Ground Regina 2020, Curtain Razors 2021, 

PAVED Arts Saskatoon 2022, and Struts Gallery & SappyFest Sackville, NB 2023. Other 

collaborative endeavours include Live Duet (ongoing since 2016) co-created with Pfeifer, and the 

understory (2015) co-created with bee pallomina. In 2023, Johanna performed new work by 

Robin Poitras & Edward Poitras and a duet commissioned from Connie Moker-Wernikowski. 

Johanna is a graduate of LADMMI: Les Ateliers de Danse Moderne de Montréal (2005), San 

Diego 4 Feldenkrais Professional Training Program (2020), Globe Theatre’s Actor Conservatory 

(2008), and has a BA in Arts & Culture from the University of Regina (2013). She frequently 

teaches Feldenkrais Method & contemporary dance technique through New Dance Horizons’ 

bi-weekly training platform, Dance Core (Regina, SK.) 

 

Nimone Campbell 

​Nimone Campbell attended University of Regina briefly, before gaining her Bachelor of Applied 

Science in Occupational & Environmental Health at Ryerson University in Toronto, Ontario. She 

has been employed with the Saskatchewan Health Authority as a certified Public Health 

Inspector for the past 16 years, and is also the Board of Certification Exam Coordinator for her 

https://bird-people.thecomicseries.com/


professional organization, the Canadian Institute of Public Health Inspectors of Canada (CIPHI). 

She is tasked with coordinating provincial examinations for graduating candidates wishing to be 

certified (and employed) as a Public Health Inspector in Canada. Nimone’s volunteer experience 

began at a young age as a youth dancer with the Caribe Folk Arts Dance Troupe (CFADT). CFADT 

is a youth based dance group under the Saskatchewan Caribbean-Canadian Association (SCCA). 

After graduating from Ryerson University, she returned home and soon became involved with 

the CFADT again. She has been the dance coordinator for the CFADT since 2007. Nimone sat on 

the Board of Directors for the Moose Jaw College Daycare Board of Directors from 2005-2014. 

Nimone’s positions included Member-at-Large, Secretary and Treasurer. She was also the 

treasurer from 2017-2019 on the Voyage Quebec ’19 Board; a parent board in charge of raising 

funds and coordinating the bi-annual grade 7 and 8 trip for French students. Since 2015, She has 

had various positions on the SCCA Board of Executives including memberat-large, membership 

coordinator and VP of Finance. Nimone is currently in her second term as President of the SCCA.  

 

Reymark Capacete 

Reymark Capacete is a graduate from The School of Contemporary Dancers. At a very young 

age, he developed his dancing through watching Hip-Hop YouTube videos. Through high school, 

he found his love for dance working with Melanie Athayde and Jacqueline Garner, which led him 

to The School of Contemporary Dancers. Throughout his years of studies within the school, he’s 

worked with wonderful choreographers such as Gaile Petursson-Hiley, Kathleen Hiley, Robyn 

Thomson-Kacki, Jera Wolfe, Constance Cooke, Odette Heyn, Marc Boivin, Harold Rhéaume, 

Sasha Ivanochko, Christina Medina, Paula Blair, Maritel Centurion, Jolene Bailie and Casimiro 

Nhussi. He also had the opportunity to work internationally in Vienna, Austria, where he worked 

with Christina Medina alongside dancers at the Musik und Kunst Privatuniversität der Stadt 

Wien. He also had the opportunity to work internationally in Africa, Mozambique to train and 

perform alongside Mozambique National Dance and Song Company and to attend the 

Mozambique National Culture Festival. He currently dances with NAfro Dance Productions, 

Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers and Chai Folk Ensemble. He currently teaches at the School 

of Contemporary Dancers, Little Monsters, Tec Voc High-School, Andrew Mynarski VC School 

where he plans to share his passion and knowledge to all of his students. 

 

Amit Chatterjee 

Amit Chatterjee, a graduate of the University of Regina in Film Production, honed his skills 

under esteemed faculty, including Prof. Ian Campbell, the Head of the Technical Department for 

Films. Currently, he works as a Studio Assistant (Lighting and Tech) at New Dance Horizons 

under the guidance of Robin Poitras, a highly acclaimed performing artist. 

 



Before moving to Canada, Amit accumulated over a decade of professional experience in video 

production and post-production. He is proficient in industry-standard tools like FCP, Adobe 

Premiere Pro, DaVinci Resolve, and Avid Media Composer. His expertise lies in creating 

compelling visual narratives and operating cameras such as Sony, Canon, Blackmagic, and DJI 

drones, alongside strong media management skills. 

 

In the past two years, Amit has also acted in several student films, enhancing his on-camera 

acting abilities and deepening his understanding of character development and storytelling. 

These experiences have further fueled his passion for performance and strengthened his ability 

to align with a director's vision. 

 

Lindsay Cottin 

Lindsay Cottin is an award winning versatile dancer and movement artist located in Regina, SK. 

With over a decade of experience, Lindsay is known both locally and internationally for her 

vibrant performances, choreographies and teaching. She is currently a dance Artist-in-Residence 

with New Dance Horizons studio under the direction of Robin Poitras and Edward Poitras.  

 

She has performed with various dance companies in Toronto ON and Los Angeles such as; The 

Arabesque Dance Company, Tsingory Dance, and The Los Angeles Bellydance Academy. Her 

dance background includes; Contemporary, Middle Eastern, Ballet, Hip Hop, Dancehall, Salsa, 

Flamenco, Fighting Monkey and Flux movement.  

 

Presently, Lindsay enjoys teaching dance classes for kids to adults and is actively performing and 

creating dance works.  

 

Besides dance, Lindsay is a Holistic Practitioner and Coordinator. She holds diplomas in Shiatsu 

Massage Therapy, Recreational Therapy and has various certifications in Reiki and Project 

Management. She is also a fitness and health advocate with a focus on fitness/movement for 

those with limiting abilities. 

 

Simona Deaconescu 

Working across genres and formats, Simona Deaconescu examines social constructs, at the 

border of fiction and objective reality, sometimes with irony and dark humor. Her work explores 

future scenarios of the body, creating spaces in which nature, history, and technology meet, and 

the notion of choreography extends beyond the human body. 

Simona Deaconescu holds a BA and a MA in Choreography from The National University of 

Theatre and Film Bucharest and a BA in Film Directing from Media University Romania. In 2014, 

she founded Tangaj Collective, an organization that works with transdisciplinary artists and 



researchers. In 2015, she became the co-founder and artistic director of the Bucharest 

International Dance Film Festival. 

In 2016, she received the CNDB – National Centre for Dance Award for her contribution brought 

to Romanian contemporary dance. Over the years, she developed part of her projects in 

collaboration with CNDB, and in 2022 she became an Associated Artist of the center. Developing 

artworks greatly influenced by science, she was supported by European Projects based on 

research and interdisciplinarity, such as Moving Digits and Biofriction. In 2018 and 2022, she 

was nominated as an Aerowaves Artist with her works “Counterbody” and “Choreomaniacs”. In 

2022, she was selected as a Forecast Mentee with her project “Ramanenjana”, a context that 

offered her the opportunity to study dance phenomenology in Madagascar, mentored by French 

choreographer Mathilde Monnier. In the same year, she was awarded the NRW Dance Research 

Scholarship to continue her research on historical mass dances. 

Her creations include performances, installations, films, and video artworks. They were 

presented on conventional stages, in galleries, museums, and alternative spaces, reaching 

audiences in Europe, Canada, Africa, and the USA. In 2023 and 2024, she will present work in 

Romania, within several projects happening in connection with Timișoara European Capital of 

Culture, as well as in Poland, Austria, Bulgaria, Portugal, South Africa, Mexico, Canada, Sweden, 

and Hungary. 

 

Andrew Denton 

Professor Andrew Denton (PhD) has a transdisciplinary practice spanning art-design-science and 

art-design-education contexts, as well as research engaging with non-human design ethics and 

climate emergency. His work harnesses affective modes of filmmaking that challenge cinematic 

modes indexically through aesthetic devices which distort and recalibrate viewers' experience of 

time and space. Through material affects, the works aim to evoke a space of contemplation, 

uneasiness, and sadness, engaging with the residual and stratified signs of our collective impact 

on our environment. 

 

These approaches manifest in works invested in the ecological (land, air, ocean) and the body 

(dance). The dance works are collaborative and experiment with technology and performance – 

specifically dance integrated with live cinema, motion capture and virtual reality technology. 

 

Alongside his practice-based research, he is committed to developing Graduate curricula for Art 

and Design students working on PhD and Masters projects – applying an approach to learning 

and teaching that seeks to enable meaningful research practices that are agile, responsive, and 

collaborative. He has presented and published  

papers and chapters on creative-based pedagogical approaches and project-based curriculum 

design, locally and internationally. https://usask.academia.edu/AndrewDenton 

https://usask.academia.edu/AndrewDenton


 

Anastasia Evsigneeva 

Anastasia Evsigneeva is a contemporary dance and circus artist of Russian origin. In 2019 she 

graduated from the School of Contemporary Dancers and University of Winnipeg with a BA 

Honors in Dance. Her dance training is enhanced by somatic practices, intense contortion, hand 

balancing, and partner acrobatics. Anastasia is currently participating in an Artistic Residency 

with New Dance Horizons under the mentorship of Robin Poitras and Edward Poitras. In August 

2019 she started learning silk dance technique under Robin Poitras’ guidance. Inspired by 

working with Robin, she created a choreographic duet titled TANGLED in collaboration with 

Anna Protsiou which was developed into a short dance film in Summer/Fall 2020. With support 

from the Canada Council for the Arts, Anastasia co-directed with Anna her first self-produced 

show, Moving Roots: Reflections, which premiered in Winnipeg in June 2022. 

 

Shamaire (Mai) Francisco 

Shamaire Francisco is a Filmmaker, a fourth-year student in the film production bachelor's 

degree at the University of Regina. She is also a digital artist, exploring experimental modes of 

storytelling- incorporating concepts and ideas from her interests, life experiences, and inner 

imaginative world. Currently, she is inspired by mythic and otherworldly supernatural themes, 

exploring possibilities beyond what's known- reflected in her recent works "Ex Vivo", 

"Twinflames" and her ongoing experimental-narrative film to be completed in April of 2026. 

 

Vanessa Goodman 

Vanessa Goodman acknowledges that she lives, works, and creates on the ancestral and 

unceded territories of the Coast Salish peoples, including the Sḵwx̱wú7mesh (Squamish), Stó:lō, 

Səl̓ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh), and xʷməθkʷəy̓əm (Musqueam) Nations. She holds a 

Bachelor of Fine Arts from Simon Fraser University and is the artistic director of Action at a 

Distance Dance Society. She is drawn to art that carries meaning beyond aesthetics, using 

choreography as a means to explore liminal expressions within the human condition. Her 

choreographic practice weaves together generative movement and sonic embodiment to create 

immersive performative environments. Through her work, she seeks to cultivate intimacy 

between the body and its surroundings, challenging conventional forms of performative 

hierarchy through collaborative approaches. She has received several awards and honours, 

including The Iris Garland Emerging Choreographer Award (2013), The Yulanda M. Faris 

Scholarship (2017/18), The Chrystal Dance Prize (2019 & 2024), the Schultz Endowment from 

the Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity (2019), The Isadora Award (2025) and participation in 

the "Space to Fail" program (2019/20) through Hyde Productions (NZ), Critical Path (AU), and 

The Dance Centre (CA). Longstanding collaborations include "Graveyards and Gardens" with 

Caroline Shaw, "BLOT" with Simona Deaconsecu, and multiple works with Loscil (Scott Morgan), 



Brady Marks, and James Proudfoot. Her work has toured Canada, the United States, Europe, 

and South America. www.actionatadistance.ca 

 

Jody Greenman-Barber 

Jody Greenman-Barber studied ceramics at the University of Regina, receiving a BFA in1998, and 

MFA in 2016. With twenty-five years of history as a multidisciplinary ceramic artist, her 

professional practice is interdisciplinary combining dance, drawing, and collaborations in media 

arts. Her interest in performance and dance inherent in the making of ceramics has led to 

explorations and collaborations with photography and film making.  In 2010, her short film Clay 

Play was screened with Ateliers d’Art de France 7th International Film Festival on Clay and Glass 

with additional screenings at the Centre de Ceramique Contemporaire de la Borne, and at 

Malicorne Espace Faïence in Malicorne-sur-Sarthe, France. 

 

Greenman-Barber has made and continues to make important contributions to the expanding 

field of ceramics through her practice by interrogating and stretching the meaning, content, and 

material possibilities of the processes and forms integral to ceramic methodologies.  She has 

received widespread peer and academic recognition for her work as demonstrated through 

numerous grants (regional and national), scholarships, and awards she received including the 

Saskatchewan Innovation and Opportunity Graduate Scholarship in 2014 and runner up for the 

Winifred Shantz Award for Ceramics (2014).  Her works have also been included in significant 

exhibitions featuring Canadian Ceramics such as the Canadian Exhibition at the International 

2021 Ceramics Conference and curated exhibition, Thrown, showcasing a selection of artists 

from across Canada at the Touchstone Museum and Art Gallery, Nelson, BC (2019).  In addition 

to this, Greenman-Barber has also been selected into reputable international ceramic biennale 

competitions in Korea and Japan including the Gyeonggi International Ceramic Biennale in 

Icheon, Korea (2015 & 2019) and the International Ceramic Festival in Mino, Japan (2017). 

 

Throughout her career, Greenman-Barber has participated in numerous residencies including 

the Medalta International Residency program in Medicine Hat, Alberta, and the International 

Research Centre for Ceramic Arts at the Guldagergaard in Skaelskor, Denmark. She has also held 

numerous teaching positions for community programming and post-secondary sessional at the 

University of Regina, First Nations University of Canada, and the Ottawa School of Art. 

 

Early work in arts administration involved Greenman-Barber’s contributions to the development 

of the ceramic studio at the Last Mountain Lake Cultural Centre which eventually led her to 

acquiring the position of Program Coordinator in 2009.  In this position, she worked on 

collaborative projects with artists and local communities, managed the art gallery, community 

arts programming, and acquired grant funding for special projects and operational support 

http://www.actionatadistance.ca


through the Saskatchewan Arts Board.  In 2017, Greenman-Barber worked for the Organization 

of Saskatchewan Arts Councils as the Visual and Media Arts coordinator assistant and in 2018, 

she was hired by SK Arts (formerly the Saskatchewan Arts Board) for the position of Program 

Consultant responsible for the Artists in School and Artists in Community grant programs. 

Greenman-Barber currently works for SK Arts, Program Consultant overseeing the Independent 

Artist portfolio in the visual arts, and Artist in Schools program. 

 

Her studio is situated on Treaty 4 territory at the Last Mountain Lake Cultural Centre and her 

home in Buena Vista, Saskatchewan, Canada. 

https://www.redlodgeclaycenter.com/artist/jody-greenman-barber/ 

 

“Clinker” Gary James Joynes: 

Gary James Joynes, also known as Clinker, is an award-winning visual and sound artist based in 

Edmonton, Canada. He blends the beauty and physicality of sound’s auditory and visual 

elements in rigorous and emotional installation works, and in Live Cinema AV performances. ​
Joynes' innovative and thought-provoking works have earned international recognition, with 

exhibitions and performances held at art galleries and festivals worldwide. His artistic practice 

invites audiences to experience the profound beauty of the unseen and to encourage a slowed 

and attentive state in viewers - to have them interrupt busy-ness for prolonged moments of 

beingness. 

 

Through the convergence of analog and digital technologies, Joynes crafts intricate audiovisual 

compositions that push the boundaries of perception and sensory experience. His works often 

involve the transformation of audio signals into kinetic video sculptures and fine art 

photographic works, unraveling the hidden beauty and emotional potential of sound. His 

installations delve into the relationship between sound and physical matter, offering an 

enthralling glimpse into the interconnectedness of the senses.  

Collaboration, also a major focus of his practice continues to see Joynes composing, scoring and 

performing sound and music for various avant-garde filmmakers and contemporary dance 

companies. Most recently he has enjoyed working with dancers Brian Webb and Robin Poitras 

(C.M.), media artists Edward Poitras, Dr. Brad Necyk, Aron Munson and musician Dr. Deepak 

Paramashivan to name a few. 

 

Tessa Rae Kuz 

Tessa Rae Kuz (she/her/hers) is a dance artist, performer and teacher based on the Treaty 4 

Territory of Regina Saskatchewan. Her approach is rooted in the intimate connection between 

the body and its environment, where emotion, quality, space, and texture blend to create a 

dynamic and visceral physical dialogue. 

https://www.redlodgeclaycenter.com/artist/jody-greenman-barber/
https://bwdc.ca/
https://www.newdancehorizons.ca/
https://www.newdancehorizons.ca/
https://www.bradnecyk.com/gary-james-joynes
https://www.aaronmunson.com/art-1#/sit-still-take-notice/
https://www.deepakparamashivan.com/
https://www.deepakparamashivan.com/


 

She is a graduate of Toronto Metropolitan University’s Performance Dance BFA program. Her 

extensive repertoire includes notable works by choreographers Margie Gillis (QC), Robin Potras 

and Edward Poitras (SK) and Adam Barruch (NYC). She is grateful to be a participant of Ms. Gillis’ 

Legacy Project, a project devoted to transmitting concepts of creation, teaching and 

humanitarian vision to the next generation of dance artists. 

 

Tessa recently completed the Dancing with Parkinson’s teacher training course with Sarah 

Robichaud and is a DWP teacher offering weekly classes in Regina. In partnership with City of 

Regina and Listen To Dis’, Tessa also facilitates Inclusive Dance - a free inclusive dance class for 

youth of all abilities. 

 

As a life-long student of dance, Tessa is always aiming to develop and diversify her knowledge of 

different movement approaches, forms and culturally specific dance expressions. In 2022, she 

had the chance to enhance her knowledge through participating in Educate And Dance, a dance 

training program under the guidance of Angelo Ameur, a pioneer in Montreal’s hip hop scene. 

Building on this foundation, Tessa has since continued to explore Metis Jigging, Raqs Sharqi, 

Bollywood, Bhangra and Afro dance styles. 

 

Namsang Limbu 

Namsang Limbu (he/him) is a visual artist based in Regina, Saskatchewan. His interests are 

rooted in film and photography where he explores the unconscious, and the vast landscapes. 

His work revolves around capturing ephemeral moments and conveying nostalgic personal 

narratives into his imagery, evoking the emotional atmosphere of time and place. 

 

Timothy Long 

Timothy Long has over thirty-five years of curatorial experience at the MacKenzie Art Gallery 

where he has been Head Curator since 2001 and Adjunct Professor at the University of Regina 

since 2005. Working with curators and writers from across Canada, Long has helped write the 

art history of Saskatchewan through projects that include the nationally touring surveys Regina 

Clay, Superscreen (with Alex King), and Prairie Interlace (with Michele Hardy and Julia Krueger), 

as well as retrospectives of Jack Sures (with Virginia Eichhorn), David Thauberger (with Sandra 

Fraser), Wilf Perreault, and Victor Cicansky (with Julia Krueger). Long has spearheaded the 

application of René Girard’s mimetic theory to an anti-violence critique of aesthetics and 

spectatorship in several projects, including: Wanda Koop: Sightlines, The Limits of Life: Arnulf 

Rainer and Georges Rouault, Let Me Be Your Mirror, Double Space, My Evil Twin, After Presence, 

Masculin/Féminin: Ian Wallace and Jean-Luc Godard, and Atom Egoyan: Steenbeckett (with 

Elizabeth Matheson and Christine Ramsay).   



His well-attended public lecture series, “The Rembrandt Code” and “…But Now I See,” provided 

an accessible point of entry to this theory. With Robin Poitras, artistic director of New Dance 

Horizons, he initiated the innovative MAGDANCE series, which since 2011 has regularly brought 

contemporary dance into the gallery. He has supported Indigenous curation through his work 

with several MacKenzie curators over the past twenty-five years.  

An experienced editor, his publications and co-publications have been nominated for a number 

of awards, winning the Saskatchewan Book Award for Publishing (Jeanne Randolph, Joey 

Morgan: The Man Who Waits and Sleeps While I Dream, 1999), the High Plains Book Award for 

Art/Photography (Victor Cicansky: The Gardener’s Universe, 2020), and the Melva J. Dwyer 

Award for Outstanding Canadian Art Reference Book, Art Libraries Society of North America 

(Dana Claxton, The Sioux Project—Tatanka Oyate, 2022).   

Deepening our knowledge of the MacKenzie permanent collection has been an ongoing 

interest; his recent work on the MacKenzie Bequest resulted in new attributions for four 

previously unidentified early modern artworks. 

https://mackenzie.art/timothy-long-closes-his-35-year-curatorial-career-with-his-most-significa

nt-vault-tour-to-date/ 

Jennifer McRorie 

Jennifer McRorie is the Curatorial Director at the Moose Jaw Museum & Art Gallery in Moose 

Jaw, Saskatchewan since 2015. She has been active for more than twenty years in the 

Saskatchewan arts community as an arts administrator, curator, arts writer and visual artist, 

serving in many roles within various arts organizations and galleries, including the Saskatchewan 

Arts Board, the Organization of Saskatchewan Arts Councils, CARFAC Saskatchewan, the 

MacKenzie Art Gallery, Dunlop Art Gallery, Elsie Scherle Gallery and the University of Lethbridge 

Art Gallery, where she started out as a curatorial intern. She holds a MFA with distinction from 

the University of Canterbury in Christchurch, New Zealand and a BFA from the University of 

Regina. 

 

Jay Mendoza 

Jay Mendoza is a Saskatchewan-based filmmaker located in Regina, with his focus on 

experimental, fiction, and commercial filmmaking. His award-winning experimental film 

(un)seeliefae (2024) has screened across various countries from Spain, the US and Canada, 

winning a total of 2 awards, and has been featured in the FICIMAD Magazine 2025. 

 

Marcus Merasty 

Marcus Merasty is an independent multidisciplinary artist with ancestral roots from 

Wapâwikoscikanihk, Pelican Narrows, Saskatchewan and of Asinîskâwitiniwak, Rocky Cree, 

heritage. He completed the Professional Program at the School of Contemporary Dancers in 

Winnipeg, MB, in 2021. A Past artist-in-residence at New Dance Horizons (NDH), Regina, SK. 

https://mackenzie.art/timothy-long-closes-his-35-year-curatorial-career-with-his-most-significant-vault-tour-to-date/
https://mackenzie.art/timothy-long-closes-his-35-year-curatorial-career-with-his-most-significant-vault-tour-to-date/


Marcus’ passion lies in exploring Indigenous contemporary dance performance and creation. In 

2024 their work was presented at the Remain Modern (Saskatoon, SK) and at NDHs Stream of 

Dance Festival (Regina, SK). Recently Marcus has worked as an interpreter for; The Saskatoon 

Symphony Orchestra, The Globe Theatre, NDH/Rouge-gorge, and Lara Kramer. 

 

Jennifer Nikolai 

Associate Professor Jennifer Nikolai (PhD) is a dance and performance studies scholar. Her 

research is grounded in over two decades of experience in Theatre, Dance and Performance 

Studies research as a Tertiary Educator and Movement Pedagogue.  Live and digital dramaturgy 

inform her research and exhibition outcomes in Motion Capture and VR platforms. 

 

Her current research activates intergenerational community connections through games, 

improvisation and movement pedagogy in a creative cultural context. Jennifer’s research praxis 

applies to a range of contexts including the early childhood sector, primary school arts teachers, 

community dance and dance for older adults within recreation sectors. 

 

Jennifer Nikolai's research in Canada and New Zealand addresses intergenerational arts 

engagement and dancing as lifelong; moving well as older adults.  Jennifer’s PhD supervisions 

range from health, physical activity, theatre and dance integrated projects within the public 

school system, to older adults and ballet; emphasising supportive communities and well-being 

as we age. Her current research applies to community dance, recreation and well-being 

collaborating with scholars in Canada and New Zealand; concerning affirmative well-being for 

ageing adults in dance contexts and intergenerational storytelling. Jennifer performs with Initial 

6, a dance collective of previous teachers and dance artists associated with The University of 

Alberta. 

 

Jennifer has recently moved back to her country of origin and has become a Dance 

Saskatchewan Inc. (DSI) Board member, and sits on the DSI Advisory Committee on Equity, 

Diversity and Inclusion. Jennifer has her International Fitness Instructor certification as well as 

her Functional Aging Group Fitness certification from The Functional Aging Institution, and 

coaches in gym and dance studio settings. https://independent.academia.edu/JenniferNikolai 

 

Alexis Normand 

Alexis Normand is an acclaimed bilingual singer-songwriter and filmmaker. Named Francophone 

Artist of the Year by the Western Canadian Music Awards, she has also earned nominations 

from the Canadian Folk Music Awards and Saskatchewan Music Awards. In 2016, she put her 

solo career on hold to pursue Rosie & the Riveters full-time, touring internationally and earning 

acclaim for their 2018 album, Ms. Behave, which peaked at #3 on CBC Radio 2’s Top 20 and was 

https://independent.academia.edu/JenniferNikolai


featured in Billboard Magazine and Rolling Stone. Returning as a solo artist in 2023, she was 

recognized as one of 10 influential figures in Canadian Francophonie and performed over 120 

shows across Canada and France. She also received the University of Ottawa’s Young Alumni 

Award of Excellence. Beyond her music, Alexis is dedicated to mentorship and program 

development, fostering the artistic and entrepreneurial growth of emerging musicians in 

Northern and Western Canada. alexisnormand.com  

 

Daniel Paquet 

Daniel Paquet is a Saskatchewan based photographer native to Québec City. He has worked 

with dozens of artists: dancers, choreographers, musicians. His main focus and interest is in the 

contemporary arts and how body expressions translate to emotion. He partners with 

performing artists to explore their work from new angles; both at the time of creation, and 

during their performances. Artists have used his photographs for the promotion and 

documentation of their work. 

 

Paquet's photography blurs the boundaries between documentary and fine art. He explores the 

human condition with an aesthetic and simplicity that does not distort objects and plays with 

the relationships that hold together the elements of an image. Throughout his development as 

an artist, his photography tests the relationship to images from a cultural and psychic point of 

view. 

 

​His photography has been exhibited in Saskatchewan and Quebec, as well as published in 

various media around the world. 

 

Laura Pettigrew 

Laura Pettigrew received her Master of Music in Composition and her Bachelor of Music, 

majoring in composition, from the University of Regina (Saskatchewan), studying with Dr. Tom 

Schudel. As a composer, Laura is an Associate Composer of the Canadian Music Centre, a 

member of the Canadian League of Composers, SOCAN, and the International Alliance for 

Women in Music. She has been the recipient of several awards, including most recently the 

2009 Mayor’s Arts and Business Awards in the category “Living the Arts,” and has received 

numerous grants and commissions in Canada, the United States, and abroad. Several of her 

compositions are published by ALRY, including Offertoire, Legends, Winter Solstice, Spirits of the 

Land, Picc’in Suite, and Latar Semplice. As a flutist, Laura has performed with The National Flute 

Choir, as part of the harp/flute duo Reflections, in a flute/guitar duo, and as a soloist. She is a 

board member of the Regina Music Festival and volunteers her time fundraising for various 

non-profit organizations. As well as being a lecturer at the University of Regina’s Music 

Department, Laura maintains a large studio of private students. She currently resides in Regina 

http://alexisnormand.com/


and is the proud mother of two sons, Joshua (published poet) and Luke (musician and 

paralegal). https://ummpstore.com/en-ca/collections/pettigrew-laura 

 

Edward Poitras  

Edward Poitras was born in 1953 in Regina, Saskatchewan and is a member of the Gordon First 

Nation. He studied with Sarain Stump at the Saskatchewan Indian Cultural College in Saskatoon 

(1974) and then with Mexican Aboriginal artist Domingo Cisneros at Manitou College in La 

Macaza, Quebec (1975-1976). Poitras then became an instructor himself, teaching at the 

Saskatchewan Indian Federated College in Saskatoon (1976-1978), the University of Manitoba 

(1978) and the Saskatchewan Indian Federated College at the University of Regina (1981-1984, 

1989-1990, now First Nations University of Canada). Poitras has also worked as a graphic artist 

for New Breed magazine (1984-1985). 

 

Poitras's mixed-media sculptures and installations combine a variety of natural and 

human-made elements. His work explores themes including history, treaties, the effects of 

colonialism, and life in urban spaces and on the reserve. 

 

Poitras's work has been exhibited in solo and group shows across the country and in the United 

States and Finland, and has been included in nearly every major contemporary Aboriginal 

exhibition since 1980. In 1995, Poitras became the first Aboriginal artist to represent Canada at 

the Venice Biennale. A 2002 exhibition organized by Saskatoon's Mendel Art Gallery, 

“Qu'Appelle: Tales of Two Valleys,” included many of his recent works. 

​ 
Poitras's work is part of the collections of the Canadian Museum of Civilization (Hull, Quebec), 

Mendel Art Gallery (Saskatoon), Saskatchewan Arts Board, MacKenzie Art Gallery (Regina), 

Thunder Bay Art Gallery, and the Department of Indian and Northern Affairs, among others. In 

2002, Poitras was awarded the Governor General’s Award in Visual and Media Arts. In 

November 2020, Edward joined Robin Poitras C.M. as the Co-Artistic Director of New Dance 

Horizons. 

Robin Poitras 

​ 
Robin Poitras 

Robin Poitras C.M. is one of Saskatchewan’s most prolific dance and performance creators. 

Creating dance, performance and installation works, she has been actively engaged in 

contemporary dance practice since the early 80s. For many years Robin has traversed the formal 

worlds of dance and performance art. She co-founded New Dance Horizons in 1986, with 

Dianne Fraser where she continues to act as Artistic Director. With an interest in research into 

diverse fields of artistic and somatic practice she has developed a unique interdisciplinary 

https://ummpstore.com/en-ca/collections/pettigrew-laura


approach. Robin’s works have been presented across Canada, in Spain, France, Germany, 

Mongolia and Mexico. She is a recipient of the 2022 Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medal, 

2021 recipient of the Order of Canada, 2016 Lieutenant Governor’s Lifetime Achievement 

Award, the 2006 Mayor’s Awards for Business & The Arts’ Lifetime Achievement Award, and the 

2004 Women of Distinction Award for the Arts. 

 

About Robin’s creative process: 

My practice is rooted in a physical world comprised of choreography, dancing and actions/acts. 

My performance works often involve the use of found or formed objects, texts, images, sound 

and/or other media. I am curious about relationships and resonance among the worlds of art, 

science and nature and in exploring how these worlds feed back and forth in mythical, 

mysterious, elusive and sometimes obvious ways. 

 

Nicte Recinos-Lane 

Nicte Recinos-Lane is a Guatemalan-Canadian filmmaker of mixed heritage. Currently a 

fourth-year film production student at the University of Regina, Nicte is drawn to the hidden 

depths of the human mind, exploring what lurks beneath the surface of consciousness.​
 

Rather than telling stories outright, they craft them in a way that invites the audience to 

uncover meaning for themselves. Their work resides in the deepest recesses of human 

experience, delving into emotion, identity, and the unspoken. A storyteller at heart, Nicte is 

driven by the need to bring the words and images in their mind to life on screen. 

 

Aiden San Andres 

Aiden San Andres is a Filipino-Canadian film production student in his 4th year at the University 

of Regina. He is interested in telling stories through lighting, framing, and composition as they 

can sometimes convey more than words can. As well, he enjoys how the juxtaposition of shots 

in the editing room can speak for themselves without any lines of dialogue. He is currently 

shooting a 4th year group project titled A.I.P.I. which is set to screen along with other 4th year 

films in April of 2026. 
 

Krista Solheim 

Krista Solheim is an independent dance artist and movement teacher based in Regina, SK. 

She received her early dance training at the Youth Ballet Company of Saskatchewan, then 

completed a BFA in Contemporary Dance from Concordia University in 1998. In 2014, she 

became STOTT PILATES® certified instructor. Over the past 20 years, Krista has pursued an 

independent creative and performative dance practice. As choreographer, Krista has been active 

in developing her voice as a soloist. As performer, she has worked with a range of 



choreographers from across Canada. Since 2017, Krista has been working with New Dance 

Horizons (NDH) Creation Base, NDH/ Rouge-gorge; dancing in the creations of Robin Poitras and 

Edward Poitras. 

 

George Stamos 

I am a Montréal-based choreographer, dancer, educator, filmmaker, consultant, and 

administrator working in contemporary dance. I have a BFA in Choreography from Amsterdam 

University of the Arts. I work at an intersection between physical labour, Queer aesthetics and 

ideas. My creations are invitations to reflect on aspects of the human condition. The major 

themes in my body of work are resilience, resistance, gender play and transformation. My 

studies of a wide range of Occidental and African dance practices with master 

choreographers/teachers have significantly nourished my artistic practice and worldview. My 

academic studies of the history of communication studies, gender, neurodiversity, and sexuality 

inform my creative projects. My body/mind is a library I continually update and share with 

others as a place of reflection, expression and incantation. 

 

Leesa Streifler 

As one of Canada's preeminent feminist artists, Leesa Streifler's 40-year career has focused on 

experiences and representations of women, with her own lived experience at the core of her 

practice. In this series of mixed media drawings, she explores the aesthetics of aging female 

bodies and how they are perceived in a culture consumed with youthful beauty and ability. 

Through these powerfully drawn, expressive works Streifler fosters critical dialogue on bodily 

changes, ability, agency, sexuality, relationships, and memory to recognize strength and beauty 

at all ages and abilities. This exhibition is dedicated to Streifler’s mother, Sheila, who passed 

away in 2020. 

 

Leesa Streifler received a BFA at the University of Manitoba and an MFA from Hunter College in 

New York. She taught in the Department of Visual Arts at the University of Regina for over 30 

years, influencing generations of art students. She has exhibited widely in Canada and 

internationally. She is passionate about feminism and art education, actively mentoring other 

artists through MAWA (Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art) in Winnipeg, MB. Streifler lives and 

works in Winnipeg on Treaty One territory, the original lands of the Anishanaabeg, Oji-Cree, 

Dakota, and Dene Nations, and on the National Homeland of the Red River Métis. 

 

Laura Taler 

Romanian-born Canadian artist Laura Taler works across a range of media including 

performance, film, sound, sculpture, and installation. Her work explores how memory and 

history are linked to movement and how the body is able to carry the past without being 



oppressed by it. Taler began her career as a contemporary dance choreographer before turning 

her attention to filmmaking and visual art. Her work has been praised for its unique 

combination of emotional resonance, wit, and striking visuals.  She has been a resident at the 

Banff Center for the Arts, Centro Cultural Recoleta (Buenos Aires), Carleton Immersive Media 

Studio (Ottawa) and a fellow at the Institute for Cultural Inquiry (Berlin). Awards include a Gold 

Hugo from the Chicago International Film Festival, the Best Experimental Documentary award 

from Hot Docs!, and Best of the Festival from New York’s Dance on Camera Festival.  

Publications include Tension/Spannung(Turia+Kant, 2010), Revisiting Ephemera (Blue Medium 

Press, 2011) and Embodied Fantasies (Peter Lang Publishing, 2013).  In 2020/21 she was 

artist-in-residence at the Ottawa Dance Directive.  Taler is the most recent recipient of Galerie 

SAW Gallery's Dennis Tourbin Prize for New Performance.  Her public art audio work MONAHAN 

was awarded the 2024 Creative City Network of Canada’s Public Art Legacy Award. 

https://laurataler.ca/ABOUT 

 

 

https://laurataler.ca/2024-MONAHAN
https://laurataler.ca/ABOUT

